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From the Office

Phew! It was a close run thing, but our Annual Ball went ahead as planned.
Altogether just over sixty people danced to the wonderful music of the Dane-
law Band and enjoyed another excellent buffet prepared by Charlene. Thank
you all for coming. Perhaps next ye
to come and join us. Do you have an
visitors? Wrong venue? Wrong time? Wrong programme? Too long? Too late?
Too early? Too much food? Not enough food? Or just too many things on?
The committee would welcome your comments as we plan for next year.

| &m sure you will join with me in
ment to the management board. Nice to have someone on the inside, as it
were. You may remember that Keith Oughton served on this committee for
several years. | visited the town of Keith (up in the wilds of Aberdeenshire)
earlier this year and it was a very busy, friendly place. Must be something in
the name!

One or two people have expressed an interest in receiving their copy of the
newsletter online. Apart from saving paper you would get a full colour edi-
tion. I'f you dond6t have easy access
of reading a O6real 6 newsletter don
the present system. Please let me know your views.

December is a time for looking back and assessing what we have done
through the year. Amanda & John Marshall, from Gloucestershire, regularly
compile statistics of popular (and unpopular!) dances and they have kindly
given me permission to reproduce some of it.

They went to 24 dances; out of a total of 516 dances there were 223 differ-
ent ones.

Most popular were The Irish Rover (9 times) and The Dream Catcher (8
times). Others well up the list were Belle of Bon Accord, J.B. Milne, Muirland
Willie, and Pelorus Jack, all appearing on eight different programmes.

Sadl vy, Al an Mouncerds favourite, Wh
mind, Alan, my favourite, The Braes of Breadalbane is bottom of the list,
too.

If you would like to read the full list please email me at the usual address.
Winter is here and already we have had Christmas card views of the white
stuff. Not so pretty when you are trying to decide whether to come along on
a Thursday or a Tuesday, though. For those with internet access check your
emails and the website. For those
details of how we plan to contact members speedily will be announced soon
at the Tuesday and Thursday meetings.

Whatever your plans for this Festive Season, may they be successful and full
of happiness.

Merry Christmas to you all,

Barbara
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Keith Oughton and Sue Ronald at the RSCDS
weekend conference in Perth

Dates for your Diary

4 December Nottingham RSCDS
Saturday Social Lowdham Village Hall, Main Street,
LOWDHAM NG14 7EL
Details from David & Rhona Page 0115 981 3215
DPage60051@aol.com
NB Now Bring & Share

11 December Leicester RSCDS
Christmas Dance
Band - David Hall Duo
Avenue Primary school Leicester.LE2 3EJ
Details from Doris Buchanan info@Ieicesterrscds.org.uk

Friday 31 December Nottingham RSCDS
8.00 pm to midnight
Supper & a wee tipple included.
West Park Pavilion, Loughborough Rd
we MvektBridgf6rd NdttifighamMes 79 0 Ou't
i d pdafls frénPDaVid® RMoRYPagl 0119 8D 15
DPage60051@aol.com
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Friday 31 December Leicester RSCDS
ongratul at 'Hb@nar{ﬁ)?F’ar‘ty.h Evans
Thurnby Village Hall, Leicester.
TICKET ONLY
Details from Doris Buchanan info@Ieicesterrscds.org.uk

Friday 31 December Milton Keynes RSCDS
8.00t0 12.30
Great Brickhill Village Hall
t h e pdidistirént jAn§el@veryBuby.cd.uk S t
worry; we have no plans
2011
8 January Leicester Caledonian Society
7.15 pm. Band - Phill Jones Duo
Braunstone Civic Centre Leicester. LE3 2PP
Details from Doris Buchanan info@Ieicesterrscds.org.uk
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8th January, Bedfordshire RSCDS
Ceilidh Bromham Village Hall, Bedfordshire
Details from keith@krose.plus.com

i gmal & rel1815januafy M dicksterREEDsU T € S
Tuesday and Thursday dance classes resume
Holy Cross Centre LE1 6HW
BEGINNERS WELCOME ANYTIME
Details from Doris Buchanan info@Ieicesterrscds.org.uk

. 15 January Peterborough RSCDS |
it hog Sonnis Erfireh HYIOMadoP's WRIR, BdletbBrugh?
Details from www.peterboroughrscds.org.uk
chrisg@realofl0.fsnet.co.uk

15 January Newark SCDS
10.00 am and 7.00 pm
Day School and evening Social Dance
Bridge Com Centre, Lincoln Road, Newark.NG24 2DQ
Details from Godfrey & Sylvia Cozens 01636 610933
Or John Aitken 01476 577599 |_aitken@hotmail.co.uk

Friday 28 January Lincoln Caledonian Society
Burns Night dinner & dance Bentley Hotel, South Hykeham
Details from marion.rance@ntlworld.com

12 February Market Harborough SCDS
CongregationalChurch Centre Bowden Lane.
Tickets in advance necessary.
Details from Sally Gardner 01858 464247
Or janet@marchand.me.uk

19 February Leicester RSCDS
Band George Meikle Avenue Primary School
Leicester.LE2 3EJ
Details from Doris Buchanan info@Ieicesterrscds.org.uk
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RSCDS Annual Conference 2010

Perth, Friday 5" to Sunday 7" November

This was the fourth year in a row that the Annual Con f estleereare exbelent i b
huge dome that can accommodate many hundreds of dancers, with ample room to spare for sitting out at tables round the circumf erence; a capa-
cious side hall for the membersd meeting and the AGM i t saerdnfsinthaaitydcena
tre. But, as far as Mary and | are concerned at | east, ietn Glasgowi thoooh
perhaps not quite so pleased that 201286s would entail a rather | on
As usual the weekend began with a grand march and ball on the Friday evening. Music was provided by Neil Copland, who has of course played for
us in Leicester more than once. As might be expected, his band played superbly well for this important event. It was an excel lent evening, with a
popular programme and some 500 or more people on the floor most of the time.

The business activities got under way on the Saturday morning. At registration this year, for the first time, we were given a copy of an attractive
new document called the Annual Review 2010. This was produced in addition to the formal annual report and accounts and provid ed a very read-
able, illustrated, semi-glossy summary of the work of the Society, its future plans and its financial position.

The Conference Programme offered three options for the Sat uiety-aSyategio
|l ssueso | ead by the Chairman (Alex Grey), the Chair man EGewd dafc®aasst
with David Queen and Mo Rutherford. We chose b).

After presentations by Alex Grey and Ruth Beattie on work in progress and future strategy, which to a large extent covered si milar ground to the
material contained in the Annual Review, Ruth led the meeting into a specific discussion on Dance Scottish Week- its value, relevance, timing and
future. For this we broke out into about ten smallish groups and then one person from each group summarised its views and com ments to the whole
meeting. We can expect a report on this meeting to be produced in due course, but one point that did seem to come over clearl y was that fixing it
to one particular week in the year did not suit many people.

The prime business focus of the Conference was, of course, the AGM which took place on the Saturday afternoon. Barbara and | were Leicester
Branchds AGM del egates and Mary w-&/estWdshengten State BranthdUS8)o | e del egate of
The AGM was expertly chaired by our President, Alastair Macfadyen. It followed the traditional agenda, beginning with a message from our Patron,
HM The Queen, followed by the presentation of RSCDS Scrolls to various worthy members before moving on to the main business d the meeting.
The names of the scroll recipients, the results of the elections and of the voting on the various motions are all set out in a summary report available
onthe RSCDS website ( f yovu do not see a |/ ink to /it on the RSCDS ) iwil nptaegeete
that information here, except to congratulate our own Keith Evans on his election for a full three year term on the RSCDS Man agement Board and to
wish him well in the task he has now taken on.

Other points of note from the AGM were:

There will be a class for 11 to 15 year olds during the third week at summer School next year

Funds have been considerably boosted in the past few years by VAT refunds

For the financial year ended 31 March 2010 there was an overall operational surplus of around £4000, though this would have b een negative had
not the Icelandic ash delayed publication of the magazine into the current year

The Management Board expect to break even (within +/ -£10,000) in the current year to March 2011.

There have been protests from certain quarters in recent years about spending capital as well as interest from the Jean Milligan Memorial Fund,
whereas it had been a commonly held view in the past that the capital should be preserved and only the interest spent. Follow ing a complaint, the
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) has completed an investigation and has confirmed that capital may be spent, but cognizance should
be taken of the previous misunderstanding by some people. As a consequence of this finding, the Management Board has established the policy of
maintaining the level of the Jean Milligan fund in future at a minimum of £100,000. It currently stands at £149k.

The annual subscription will continue for a third year (July 2011 to June 2012) at its current level of £15 for one person an d £24 for dual member-
ship.

A significant change to the Constitution to disband the currently -elected General Purposes and Finance Committee and instead hag a Treasurer
appointed by the Management Board was approved without any significant dissent, but a further motion to give the Management B oard the power
to pay an honorarium to the Treasurer was defeated.

A motion by New York Branch to change the Constitution t medsahadnary nioh
tion...0 was carried by the necessary 2/ 3 majority. Thi gsataaAGMbgé¢nsun
ing that the motion is included in the provisional agenda distributed 10 weeks beforehand. In my view this change was poorly draf t ed and
necessarily mean what it was intended to mean. In any case we voted against the motion because we considered the Constitution to be quite ade-
quate as it stood and thought it undesirable to place a restriction on what could be decided at a general meeting in an emerg ency.

For most people the activities ended with the dance on t helayddeven bettem
than Neil Copland on the previous evening. On this occasion all the dances were recapped, whereas at the Ball none was. It was altogether a thor-
oughly enjoyable evening, but the highlight was "annidesang foliswed a delightfal litte f
dance devised and performed by some very young girls, who were later said to have been amazed to see the assembled company get on the floor
immediately afterwards and repeat their new dance without any further instruction!

Keith Oughton

Dem News
Gill Mouncer has sent me a letter she received from the Fitness League

Dear Gill

Will you please convey to your friends, how much we enjoyed your dem-
onstration and our participation on Saturday Evening. This was a very
special celebration for us, 75 years of continuous classes in Leicester for
the Women's League of Health and Beauty (now called the Fitness
League) A lot of us, myself included, have been members for over 50
years. | have been a teacher since 1974 but now am retired. | have had
quite a bit of feed -back and all who have contacted me said how much
they enjoyed it especially the dancing. It was just right for us. We enjoy
some dance in our programme as well as our exercise. You may have
noticed that we are not young women but it just goes to prove that exer-
cise in whatever form keeps you young at heart and very active.

Once again on behalf of everyone who was there on Saturday evening,
Thank You Very Much.

Janice Cook
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Travelling Dancers
The Galloways' trip to the Czech Republic started off with the usual early morning rendez -vous at Stansted Airport. After a long wait and a
short flight, we were picked up in Prague by the organi seeidepresdingt ak en
weather (grey and raining) but the mood in the coach was upbeat as we arrived at our destination. The coach parked just nea r the outdoor stage
which, in the pouring rain, we viewed with trepidation. However, we were hungry by then and the prospect of a good hot meal in a local hostelry
soon cheered us all up. Suitably restored we were taken up the hill to the outskirts of town and the student hostel, which w as to be our home for
the week. As you might expect the rooms were not en suite, but after a bit of negotiation we managed to get enough rooms so that only the
funattachedo folk had to share three to a room! The r ooptesspaaeltdhangalld t hr
our costumes. Our room also had a table and chair and even a bedside lamp i lap of luxury almost, except there were no curtains at the windows.
However, as we only overlooked a large very overgrown garden, inhabited by chickens, privacy was not a problem. So we settled in to get a good
night's sleep in preparation for the festival to come.
The next day dawned grey and overcast with spots of rain, but the mood was still upbeat as we were taken on a walking tour of CK which is quite
a smal |l town but had two reasonabl e supermarkets, f or an ypffedianckcakesfai t i es
very little money. After lunch things got even better when we all turned out to welcome our musicians (Clare & Brian) at the local train station.
About an hour before the evening's opening celebrations, the sky cleared and the cloud was banished for the whole of the rest of the Festival! The
setting for all our stage performances was the afore -mentioned open air stage, which stood at the bottom of an incline in a spac e encircled by tall
trees. The slope in front of the stage held tiers of wooden benches for the audience, who turned out in force to enjoy the o pening spectacle.
Amongst the trees all arou
were numerous little stalls and booths selling
local crafts as well as various types of food
and hot and cold drinks. When not on stage
(or waiting to go on) we could sit in the audi-
ence and enjoy the many different styles of
dance and music provided by the other nations
taking part in the festival with us. The other
countries represented were France, Hungary,
Italy, Mexico, Portugal, The Congo, Turkey
plus a local children's group and several excel-
lent groups from neighbouring towns and
villages.
As with all these festivals we're never quite
sure what length of performance we'll be re-
quired to do, so we were well prepared (we
thought) with an hour's programme plus four
shorter ones. This time we were given one or
two fAspotso each day varyi
12 minutes. Precise timing was insisted upon
(for all groups) so there were some headaches
for our leaders, trying to provide varied pro-
grammes which fitted the time slots, while allowing everyone possible to be involved in each performance. They did a grand j ob under pressure
and our performances were very well received by knowledgeable audiences, not least because of the liveliness of our dances rdative to the num-
ber of grey heads amongst us!
Anyone wishing to check it out can see one of our performances on the web site: www.gallowaysdancers.org.uk . Just select fAPast
click on the YouTube link.

Muriel & John Long

On Friday 1  October Keith and | set off on Eurostar for a weekend dancing in Paris. The journey was
smooth and comfortable, only 20 minutes to go through the tunnel under the English Channel. One does
not even see the sea! Then we glided through the French countryside and soon arrived at the Gare du
Nord.
We relaxed on Saturday morning and enjoyed a wander round a French market in the village where we
were staying with friends. The dancing began after lunch following an interesting journey into the centre
of Paris. Class took place in a large dance studio which had a mirror all along one wall. Pat Houghton was
the teacher and she worked us very hard and made good use of that mirror! We were very lucky to have
Keith Smith on the fiddle and Peter Shand on piano so the music was wonderful. There were about 80
dancers attending, we were the only 2 from the UK. People had come from Austria, Germany, Belgium
and Hungary so it was a very interesting mix. We were taught a variety of dances including some from
the new book. To my horror there was no coffee break although water was provided and there were
some grapes to nibble when one had a chance.
There was time to rest between the end of class and the evening dance. We were taken to a lovely
apartment belonging to one of the French dancers and plied with food and wine after which | wanted to
lie down, not dance. However of course | found energy from somewhere once the music started and we
had a great evening dancing in a rather strange hall which resembled an empty swimming pool!
After too Ilittle sleep we were back in class for more of Patods excelle
dances and class ended with O6Fireworksd (a tricky dance from the Inve
great sense of achievement at having understood the complicated figures. Our friends produced a lovely
evening meal and we were quite glad to have a relaxing time.
On Monday morning we were dropped off to visit Versailles which was fairly close to where we were
staying. Unfortunately the chateau was closed; it started to pour with rain so we rang our friend and she
came and rescued us! Best laid plans etc....On Monday evening we were taken into Paris to the weekly
class. To my great amusement the venue was a few doors along from the Moulin Rouge! We were taken
through a large gate, up a twisting wooden staircase and into a lovely dance studio, this time with mir-
rors all round! The class was in French so we had to listen carefully and quickly learn the words for the
various instructions. It was very interesting and very different from Thursday evenings in Leicester!
The whole weekend was most enjoyable, everyone was friendly and we had a great time.

Jenny Evans



