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. Cepol na, Héal ba, .
This summer seems to have flown by and "I Q.3 already "t
: . inCluding refreshments
come you to a new season of Scottish Country dancing. | am sure . .
we can look forward to a very enjoyable programme of classes Dukeries Leisure Centre, Ollerton
and social dances organised by Doris and the other teachers in Pat George (01636 673711)
g y Sylvia or Godfrey Cozens 01636 610933
the branch.
Even_ though this summer has bee_n very wet the Dem team took 24th October Waltham SCD Group.
part in two outdoor events. The first was the Day of Dance at .
. . Scottish Measure7.00 pm start
Sudbury Hall, on Saturday July 4th. The organisers complimented :
Waltham on the Wolds Village Hall
the team on a superb performance, and a large number of the
. . . . . N PaJIJ| Woolston 01664 586415
public enjoyed the O6join inbd dance'wen$§tanl%%a)%a?eﬂfreenvgta t h
Festival, on Saturday July 11th, at the Gateway School, Hare- Y Y :
wood. For the first tlmg in 3 years the afternoon programme Eook 31st Octaber, Sutt{)n Colgfield 38 DS _
pl ace outside on the School ds || arg.e ﬁRor S e wh i
Branch Annual Ball. Supper included

beautiful Yorkshire countryside. The sun shone for most of the
time on the teams from the Midlands, the north of England and
London. Those who stayed for the evening dance were treated to
the music of George Meikle and a lively programme of dances.
Later in the summer a large contingent of dancers from the
branch attended Summer School at St Andrews. The wet weather
di dnot dampen their enj oyment
teaching, the music, the social dances, meeting old friends from
all over the world and making new friends. This was the first time
I had attended Summer School and | can thoroughly recommend
it to anyone who hasnét been t
This year saw the introduction of Tuesday afternoon social danc-
ing in July and August, at Wellington Street. Pam had put in a lot
of time and effort organising the afternoons. They have been a
great success, with an average of 18 people attending each week.
This looks set to be an annual feature of the branch programme.
The August dance was attended by 62 people. 15 minutes before
the start of the dance there was no sign of Andrew Lyon, the mu-
sician. Just as the backup equipment was being set up he ar-
rived, having been held up in traffic. Despite getting off to a late
start the feedback has been that it was a very enjoyable evening.
Thanks to Pam for convening the dance.

Your committee and teachers put in a large amount of their time
making sure that all the activities of the branch run smoothly.
There are currently two vacancies on the committee. If you are
interested please let me know. If you would like to help but can-
not spare the time to be on the committee, we are looking for
volunteers to:- i) be responsible for branch publicity, ii)convene
the April dance, and iii) help organise the Hogmanay dance.
Happy Dancing, Keith Evans.

Committee Matters
Minutes of the committee meetings are available for you to read on the
notice board.

Th

her f4'th November, Leicester RSCDS

3rd October Leicester RSDCS
David Hall
Avenue Rd School, LE2 3EJ
contact Pam Hood info@leicesterrscds.org.uk

17 October Peterborough & District RSCDS
Scottish Measure
St.John's Church Hall, Peterborough

catact chris;?rialofto.fsnet.co.uk
17th Octd¥er, Newark SCD

George Meikle & the Lothians
Sutton Coldfield Town Hall
Jill 0121 308 6909 or Carol 0121 354 7415
Evening Dress preferred

o f7th I\{oY]ergber Dﬁr%yISA& BéJr)QspC(IeuP i enec
utumn Ball
Derby Grammar School
Contact julevarney@supanet.com

Annual Ball with Neil Copland
7.00 pm inc. Supper
Braunstone Civic Centre LE3 2PP
Pam Hoodinfo@Ileicesterrscds.org.uk

21st November Market Overton Ceilidh.
Supper included
Market Overton Village Hall, Rutland
Contact George Shepherd
george.shepherd2@gmail.com

5th December Nottingham RSCDS

Supper included

West Park Pavilion,

West Bridgford, Nottingham
NG2 7JE

David & Rhona Page

0115 981 3215
DPage60051@aol.com

12th December. Leicester RSCDS
Christmas Dance with Phill Jones
Avenue Primary Schoolleicester.LE2 3EJ
Contact Pam Hoodinfo@leicesterrscds.org.uk




SCOTTISH DANCING IN UTAH
As every first story written in school after the summer h
AiFor my holidays | went to...o0(and mine usually went to C
wood Heights near Salt Lake City, | was delighted to discover that the one and only group in the State of Utah dances
in Sugar House Park in SLC! Throughout the summer.
Accordingly, my cousin, his daughter and me, drove into the park, ( which, like everything in America, is BIG) scanning
the grassy knolls for Scottish dancing look-a-likes. Twice round the BIG park and at length we saw 2 ladies in skirts with
one table and an MP3 player. This took some spotting! Apparently at strength the club has only 14 members, so when
one other chap arrived we had 6 dancers.
Nothing daunted, Martha, the leader, was prepared for any possible combination from 2 to 10. Oft -times only 5 turn up
and she has a few dances for this number including our own Domino. We exchanged gift books of dances and hers is
entitled AOur Feathered Friendso (as her other hobby is |
suggested music.
Nevertheless 0 Quality not Quantityd and the 6 of wus had
sitated by the usual dry conditions. Grateful thanks to Martha who has had several dances published over there and also
teaches at various American Day Schools. It was fun to dance in the cool evening air with Humming birds flitting
through the cottonwood trees.
Pam Hood
Report on the Branch AGM
Caption Competition 18" June 2009
; This was quite an eventful AGM. First we welcomed a
new Chairman, Keith Evans, and said thank you to
Marion the retiring Chairman. The decision to change
officers after 3 years seems to be working very well -
each new Chairman brings something new to the job
and we all l ook forward to
Secondly we learnt that due to a variety of factors
the Branch had made a loss this year and to compen-
sate for this it was decided to increase the class fees
to £3.00 for members and £3.50 for non -members.
Thirdly we were warned that there might have to be
a redistribution of classes as the intermediate num-
bers have been so low that the class is no longer vi-
able. It will be interesting to see how this will be
done.
Octoberds competition phot oFinglydhe passbility wag yaised jofycentingipg the
the Annual Day of Dance, Sudbury Hall, the NT Tu_esday classes during the summer. There were
property in Derbyshire. quite a number of Tuesday class members at the
AGM and they were all enthusiastic about it. A
6No ani mal s teacher was obviously neede
during the taking of this and commitment has meant that dancing has contin-
photograph! ued on Tuesday afternoons during July and August.
This had been a very pleasing development.
Winning entry for the June One final point: although we had nearly half our
competition  was supplied membership at the AGM, many of our members were
by Pam Hood away dancing in Crieff and elsewhere, should we
consider this when arranging the date of the AGM?
Mary Oughton
August Dance
Just as our Day School is usually blessed with sunny weather, August turned out true to form and a sunny, balmy evening wel-
comed us to Ethel Road at the Mayfl ower Hall. Absolutely pbowm tic
clocked up 62! At 7.15 p.m. we hastily set up our playing gear which did the trick and Andrew Lyon arrived hot from a crowde d
M1. This being the fist event since the Summer break t hestatoi sy
Andrew was on form and many commented on the amazing number of melodies he played. We had ever so many out -of-towners
from all over the place. Supper was a veritable feast é.ooh str
Despite the adventurous (!) programme and the late start, only 3 dances were cut out and we finished with a rousing Auld Lang
Syne and the best part of 60 bods at 11.09 ish! Folks, you missed a cracking dance!
Pam Hood




Highland dancing in Younger Hall

St Andrews Frolics
Eleven dancers and one musician from our branch enjoyed
the first week of Summer school at St Andrews; three more
attended the third week.
Add on our O6Honourary Member
l'ive in Edinburgh but we sti
non-dancing/playing spouses who came along to join in the
fun and you reach the grand total of twenty -one.
| wonder how many other branches manage to match that?
Even after all that dancing some found the energy to go down
to the beach for a paddle with friends.

Below - Dancing outside for the first time in three years at
the White Rose Festival, Gateway School, Leeds, in June

Summer School 2009

Summer School was once again the wonderful experience of meeting friends
old and new from all round the world. This year it was good to see that the
Leicester Branch literature on the notice board was second to none. Well
done, committee!

BUT it is up to each one of us to use these aids to sell our branch. Every-
where we meet with dancers who come to Leicester or Loughborough be-
cause they have children at university, or friends and family in the area.
Handbills are easy to give out and will probably be lost quickly. However they
do sow the seed, and then those int
web site.

These are not new ideas. Just consider how many handbills come into your
own house. They are a first line of promotion.
We have an excellent
Enthusiasm attracts!

Branch i

Garth Dring.

Sutton in the Elms Dem.

Or Close Encounters of the Scottish Kind.

rcifullythe rajn fell for a logg ti and, very heavily the day before. Again,
%T/I\gréifuélyf% %c;aléppeq% og :tﬁe g’gg chl)l ge of; Hw% Flrrﬁ/{eéld Za%t?e very rctloﬂeén
private <care ome I n utton’in the
have to dance half on grass and half on flag stones. The whole event had been
moved inside! Elaine led us through a maze of stall lined crowded corridors past
a Racoon Dog, a Skunk, a Snake and an Owl. They were appearing/performing
courtesy of Party Pets!

We reached a room hereafter referred to as HERE and were asked to do one
spot HERE and then one spot THERE. This having been finally decided we be

gan to plug in until - all change - and we were lead to THERE through more
stall lined corridors. THERE was T shaped and additionally full of young Brass|
Band folk who were packing up and go

and dancing very successfully, despite the pauses for residents and visitors in-
gressing and e-gressing at regular intervals as they threaded their way through
from stall to stall. Kind of like busking in the precinct!
At 3.25 we unplug, pack up and head in slow, single file for HERE which was
decidedly wee! Brigadoon we will rename as The Sardine Dance and in fact all
of our dances resembled close encounters of the Scottish Kind with a very men-
acing piano stool determined to join in!
All in all, smiles and laughs abundant and lots of very squashy fun with very
close, (cosy even!) perfect covering. The audience in HERE were most apprecia-|
tive and mainly static since most folk had completed the stall trail by this time.
Al most 4 o0oé6cl ock, exceptionally wel!/l
for tea, cof fee and, yes, yes, 6er ,
fully surrounded by plates of cakes which no one offered! Never mind, John
Long at any rate, staggered home with a load of loot which he had won, and
various of us bought various cakes to take away!

Pam Hood
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