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From the Office

Welcome back to a new
both Tuesday and Thursday classes.
Our AGM seems a long time ago, but you may remember we made
one or two changes to the way the committee operates, more about
this on page 2.

Although our classes took a break through the summer, there was
plenty of dancing to be found: |
Cross Centre were well supported.

Some members went further afield, to Leeds for the White Rose Fes-
tival, or dancing holidays in Crieff and Pitlochry. Others joined the
Galloways to dance at the International Folk Festival in Cerveny Kos-
telec, Czech Republic. But you
ing from other nations; the Dem team were again welcomed at the
Nati onal Trustds Sudbury Hall, i
joyed performances of Greek, Egyptian, Polish, English Morris and, of
course, Scottish dancing.

We fielded our usual large team at St Andrews for the Summer
School ; there arenot many Br anc
contingent, a total of fourteen
this year were Ken and Chris Triffitt and Lizzie Burrows. Lizzie was
awarded a scholarship to attend, and you can read her account on
page 3. | note she makes no mention of all the parties; but as her

season, itos

report has al so goned nsd the CoHitgls KBeiedcent

maybe thatoés for the best. 20 November; Market Overton Play Area Assoc.

As part of o6Dance Scottishoé week we ran ghdhé%;fermf:lqieg the
. th . arket Overton Village Hall utland

East Street on Friday 24" September. Nearly fifty people turned up to George Shepherd

join in the fun as Doris, Pam, Keith and Mary called nice and easy george.shepherd?2 @gmail.com

dances that everyone could enjoy. Something that would certainly

bear repeating, if we can find a slot in our ever expanding pro- 20 November; Nottingham RSCDS

gramme Walk Through Dance. Bring & Share

Dondt forget to book y®BMNovember.cket| f or t hWightpas Hall, WestBridgiogl

This year you can book your ticket on-line, if you wish. But as that David & Rhona Page 0115 981 3215

costs 50p extra and we are all Scottish by inclination, if not by birth, | DPage60051@aol.com

think most of you will stick to the old fashioned method! 4 December:  Nottingham RSCDS Saturday Social.

Barbara Sharp

Some of the Dem Team at Sudbury Hall

9 October.
Seaforth Highlanders Pipes & Drums
CEILIDH Inc.Supper & Bar
Hathern Community Centre
Suzanne McKenzie
suz_mck@yahoo.co.ukwww.pasturesnewplaygroup.co.uk

16 October
Peterborough & District RSCDS
Chris & Julie Dewhurst
St.John's Church Hall, Mayor's Walk, Peterborough
chrisg@realofl0.fsnet.co.uk

16 October; Newark SCD
lan Slate
North I\/ﬁjskham a%e Hnlle w
Pat George 01636 673711
Sylvia or Godfrey Cozens 01636 610933

good to faces

30 October; Waltham SCD Group.
Chris Dewhurst

|y Wajthpmeon tige $/ldsWillage Halir u e s d a y

Paul Woolston 01664 566415

wendy.stanley@care4free.net

ocal

6 November
7.45 Stamford SCD Club
have n@atego t hat f

Malcolm Sargent Primary School,

donoét ar

n De r bEyngnphantRd. Stamforgy REO 2SR v a s t
Mike Thompson 01778 - 343299
13 November; Leicester RSCDS  Annual Ball
7. OO pm chudln Sup
hes of 0 U Ropeft %eadgend such

Doris Buchanan info@Ieicesterrscds.org.uk
You can now buy tickets on line
www.leicesterrscds.org.uk

Bring & Share
Lowdham Village Hall, Main Street, Lowdham NG14 7EL
David & Rhona Page
0115 981 3215
DPage60051@aol.com

11 December; Leicester RSCDS Christmas Dance
David Hal/l Duo

Pr i mae iyc ebstth B3D |
Doris Buchanan

info@leicesterrscds.org.uk

Avenue

Friday 31 December; Leicester RSCDS Hogmanay Party
Thurnby Village Hall, Leicester.
Doris Buchanan

info@leicesterrscds.org.uk
TICKET ONLY

For more details of classes, local dances, programmes,
maps, etc, try our website

www.leicesterrscds.org.uk
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Skye News

July 2010

Do you remember me telling you about our new 'toy', the cattle grid which was going to make our life easier? Weeelll, soon
afterwards a Jewson lorry called to deliver something and left us with a bent grid!!!

One step forward, two back!!

Doesn't time fly? The Wimbledon season has been and gone, also half of the 'summer'. | hear you have a hot spell of sun-
shine in the south, we are enjoying dry weather and the sun is shining. The sun is hot but we do not get heat, South of
France kind. Suits me down to the ground.

A friend Joanne, Jo, stayed with me for a week in June. She lives outside Swanseanear beautiful beaches. She caught a
flight from Bristol to Inverness, hired a car and drove to Skye. We enjoyed ourselves. Our best day was spent on the island
of Raasay. Many rhododendrons in bloom. Worth a visit.

I have thought for some while that | would like to visit
John O'Groats and took the opportunity to join a short
coach tour. To all you folk who have been and are mur-
muring "there is nothing
another place | can cross off my list.

July was the month for the Glamaig Hill Race starting
from the Sligachan Hotel at 3pm. Within my driving dis-
tance so off | went. Glamaig Hill is not thousands of feet
high but high enough. | was in time to see the runners
begin, looking clean, and enthusiastic. It wasn't long
before | heard someone say, "I can see them"

I didn't have any binoculars so couldn't. Sure enough,

the leaders soon began thundering past, all muddy and sweaty
but looking very pleased with themselves. Not my idea of fun but
it takes all sorts they say!

The Dunvegan Show took place on a dry day. | was in time to
witness the sheep being judged and the winner dragged out of
the contenders. | didn't bother with the horses and dogs this
year - | love both types of animals but | would have had to
struggle to reach them. | joined friends for coffee and chat in-
stead.

Cruise ships have been calling into the bay to show passengers
Dunvegan Castle, the ancestral home of the Chiefs of Clan MacLeod.

Enough of me. I trust you have all enjoyed your holidays and, naturally, your dancing.

Olive.

Who Does What?

Leicester Branch Committee
We have made some changes to the way the committee is structured.
As you can imagine, the post of Honorary Secretary has grown enormously over the past few years and we have decided to
split these responsibilities.
The Honarary Secretary (Doris Buchanan, elected as officer at the AGM in June) takes on responsibility for bookings, to
liaise with HQ, to deal with enquiries, correspondence and other administration tasks.
The committee has appointed Pam Hood to the role of Membership Secretary and publicity, and Rona Stevens to man the
desk on Thursdays and assist with Branch administration work.
Keith Oughton continues as Treasurer and the other committee members are
Sue Tomkinson (minutes Secretary)
Keith Evans
Sheila Forryan
John Long

I f you have any questions, problems or ideas about Leic
us.
Barbara Sharp. Chairman
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contact with other Scottish Dancing enthusiasts from
around the world. A quick look at the RSCDS website had
made me aware of branches in other countries but | had
not realised just how far Scottish Country Dancing had trav-
elled. | met dancers from all the continents; the attraction
of a week of Scottish dance had drawn people from as far
away as South Africa, America and Japan. | will definitely
be drawn back as soon as possible, not least because of the
location: St.Andrews is a beautiful town and the summer
school classes takes place in some wonderful buildings. |
was particularly impressed by the catering at University Hall
which, considering it was done for 500 people, was of a
very high standard indeed.

Since my class had more women than men | took the op-
portunity to practise dancing the men's parts and was most
pleased with my mastering of the tournée from all four po-

sitions!

We also learned the spurtle, a manouevre | had never
heard of before. By the end of the week | had made great
improvement and what's more, had a great desire to go off
and practise on my own, so that the improvement made in
St.Andrews would continue.

The highlight of the week for me was the ceilidh. Unsure
as to what to expect and not actually knowing the meaning
of the word ceilidh | watched the programme with delight;

Summer School 2010

"What exactly is Scottish Dancing?" After | booked my
place at the St. .Andrews Summer School | heard this
question very often. Answering it proved problematic
and most of the people | told could not really understand
my enthusiasm. However, after having attended the
summer school | would challenge anyone to take part
and not find it physically challenging, mentally stimulat-
ing and absolutely fantastic fun!

My week in St . Andrews was a wonderful experience, not
only because it gave the opportunity to significantly im-
prove my dancing but also because it brought me into

But now to the most important part, the dancing itself.

Before this week, | had never followed such an intense
and demanding dance schedule. A little over two hours'
worth of classes in the morning and a social dance nearly
every night (with a swim in the sea in between - with the
sea so close | simply couldn't resist!) was overwhelming
but immensely satisfying. One thing that emerged during
the classes was the importance of the smaller details of
dancing: posture, covering, interaction with your partner
and the other dancers, timing and accurate footwork. My
teachers (Alex Grey and John Wilkinson) were brilliant.
They paced the lessons well, gave lots of very useful ad-
vice and chose great dances for us to learn (thankfully
most of which | hadn't done before, maximising my learn-
ing opportunities).

the wide variety and very high standard of the entertainment amazed me and it seemed a wonderful opportunity both
to demonstrate and appreciate everyone's love of music and dance, the very reason we were all there in the first place.

Lizzie Burrows




